Non-Specific Terminal Illness (Debility Unspecified)

The patient has a terminal medical condition that cannot be attributed to a single specific illness.  The physician believes there is a limited prognosis of six months or less based on a constellation of signs, symptoms, test results and/or clinical decline.  The clinical impression of six months or less is based both on 1 and 2:

1. Decline is not attributable to a known primary disease process 

2. Rapid decline over the past 3-6 months evidenced by all of the following:

· progression of disease evidenced by symptoms, signs and test results

· Decline in PPS to 50 % or lower

· Weight loss due to reversible causes and/or declining serum albumin levels

Supporting documentation includes: 

                   -Dysphagia leading to inadequate nutritional intake or recurrent aspiration

                   - Increasing emergency room visits, hospitalization or physician follow up.

                   - Decline in FAST scale for Dementia

                   - Multiple progressive stage 3-4 wounds in spite of optimal care. 

